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1.
The RLECs have dominated the rural telephone lines for over a century and there will be a high comfort level at the government agencies in dealing with them.

2.
After the small independent telco market sector, Telecom Pragmatics expects the cable TV operators (excluding the big MSOs) to be the next biggest service provider segment to receive money.

3.
The big gripe, particularly by the access suppliers, is that there have been attractive projects that are just waiting in line for free money.

4.
Most of the money will go to labor and not to technology.

5.
The sweet spot for the entire broadband stimulus project could be several hundred      counties, serving perhaps two to three million households, and spending about $1,000 to $3,000 per home.

6.
The impact on the country with this spending will be rather marginal and it is in a lot of ways a boondoggle.

7.
If there is a small number of homes in a county without any kind of town cluster, wireless is not cost-effective.

8.
While a certain amount of DSL will undoubtedly be deployed with these funds, just as in the past with RUS, when an independent is given subsidized money, the inclination has been to go with fiber.

9.
The emphasis on the “middle mile” gives the government the ability, just like the service providers, to talk about homes passed on the backbone to make these developments seem even more impressive.

10.
Given that it will be dealing with much larger sums of money than usual, it is a logical assumption that the RUS will move even slower.
Periodically, Telecom Pragmatics will be publicly releasing to the industry short bullet-point summaries of its latest observations and assessments of various sectors of the telecom space.  We are prepared to discuss these viewpoints in much greater detail.  To arrange for a consult, please contact us at 615-460-7470.
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