Katrina & Wireless

October 2005

As we point out in Telecom Reconstruction After Hurricane Katrina Advisory, BellSouth has been considering several different wireless technologies, but surprisingly, mostly in the area of trunking. Right after publishing the study, Telecom Pragmatics gathered some updated information on the recovery effort by BellSouth concerning microwave and WiMAX including:

•
SBC lent BLS some microwave radio systems for restoration.

•
BLS is using some unlicensed, 2.4 GHz radio from Redline and Nera (Ericsson).
•
Vendors that have supplied unlicensed, 5.8 Ghz radio for evaluation include DragonWave  (a Canadian company making IP radio), Motorola and Proxim.

•
Alcatel was asked to supply radio, but it did not deliver any of its products. Apparently, the supplier has slideware, but not a product it is willing to commit for even lab evaluation.
•
Harris and Lucent discussed a partnership whereby the latter would supply Class 5 replacement switches and the former would provide microwave radio to connect them.  However, this association did not materialize.   Telecom Pragmatics speculates that the problem might have been as simple as an inability to get line-of-sight between two switches.   (Also, we are not hearing Nortel’s name for replacement switches; it appears that almost all of the business is going to Lucent)

•
If BLS can place fiber in a particular area, it is doing so in lieu of radio.

•
One of the most interesting BLS projects is wireless DSL.  It is a WiMAX service that the RBOC announced in Athens, Georgia and Palatka, Florida.   BLS began working on this service in 1998 and has patented the technology. It is in the process of rolling this capability out in New Orleans (actually was planned in this city before Katrina).  The ILEC will use this service for broadband Internet access where it is too expensive to place fiber.

Periodically, Telecom Pragmatics will be publicly releasing to the industry short bullet-point summaries of its latest observations and assessments of various sectors of the telecom space.  We are prepared to discuss these viewpoints in much greater detail.  To arrange for a consult, please contact us at 615-460-7470.
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